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Ballet Exams Policy  
Rationale 
MYPA prepares and presents students for exams using the Royal Academy of Dance syllabus. 

To provide  

• Motivation and a method of measuring progress 
• Performance experience 
• Under pressure performance experience 
• An understanding of the value of hard and consistent effort 
• Experience working with an accompanist 

Exams are not compulsory but they are a good opportunity for students to develop their classical 
ballet skills, demonstrate their progression and gain confidence. 

It can take longer but we aim to have students ready for vocational exams in one year, depending on 
athletic ability, the number of lessons and the amount of practise students undertake.  

It usually takes 12 months to prepare for RAD Grade 1-8 exams. 

If a child is not suited to or unable to participate in exams alternatives are available in the form of 
Class awards, Presentation Classes and Solo awards. 

Related Documents 
Fees Policy 
Exam and Pathways Information Sheet 
RAD information Sheet 
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1. Students will generally be presented for exams in September/October annually. 
2. Vocational Students (Intermediate Foundation to Advanced 2) may do their exam at an external 

venue in September/October. 
3. Students can be submitted for Grade Exams from Grade 1 to Grade 8 and/or Vocational Exams 

from Intermediate Foundation to Advanced 2 and Discovering Repertoire. 
4. Students will not be presented for exams if fees are not up to date. 
5. Exam fees are to be paid to the studio before an entry can be made. 
6. Entry to exams requires submission to the Official RAD entry forms which will be completed by 

the and submitted by the studio. 
7. Ballet students from Grade 1 to Grade 8 are generally required to attend 2 syllabus classes 

weekly to ensure the necessary standard to participate in exams. For Grade 6 to Grade 8 there 
may be less time required, depending on the knowledge and experience of the student. 

8. Ballet students from Intermediate Foundation to Advanced 2 are required to attend 2 syllabus 
classes per week to ensure the necessary standard to participate in exams.  There may be 
options for students who live more than 1 hours drive away from the studio. 

9. Students cannot be presented for exams unless a satisfactory standard has been achieved 
before the closing date of exam nomination.  The standard is judged by MYPA staff and industry 
professionals they may consult. 
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10. The team will make every effort to prepare student for exams, however students are expected 
to be self directed about practise for exams.  Success in exams is not just a matter of thoroughly 
knowing and remembering the steps in the syllabus but about level of performance and 
presentation demonstrated in the exam.  Dancing is a physical skill and the more students 
practise the better they become.  Students are expected to practise their work at home and any 
extra exercises given by the teacher. 

11. The exam timetable will be communicated to parents and students as soon as it is available.  
12. Every effort will be made on behalf of the studio to prepare students for exams. 
13. The final decision regarding entry to examinations will be made by the teacher and director. 
14. Students are not permitted to attend class at any other dance school unless given permission by 

the director. 
15. Participation in RAD workshops just prior to exams are encouraged but are not compulsory for 

exam students.  Students should not attend extra curricular workshops unless term fees are up 
to date. 


